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possessed by this virus is exemplified by the fact that the author has 
found blood preserved with half its volume of glycerine still in
fective after four years. The bearing of these facts on speculations 
regarding the actual nature of the virus of horse-sickness will be 
discussed later. 

(To be Continued.) 

Veterinary Materia Medica and Therapeutics. By Kenelm Winslow, B.A., 
M.D., M.D.V. (Harv.) Fifth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Pp. viii. + 
837, Medium 8vo. London; Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1907. Price 
25s. net. 

THE author of this work has been very successful in his endeavour to bring 
the matter up to date, with the result that he has given us about the best 
book on Veterinary Therapeutics that we have met with. Taken as a whole, 
the book is excellent and well written, and the author is at his best when he 
deals with the various uses to which the different drugs can be put. The 
following quotation may be taken as an example. "The most wonderful recent 
advance in surgery consists in the production of anresthesia in the lower 
(posterior) half of the body by the injection of cocaine solution into the 
lumbar region of the spinal canal. This method has been successfully used 
in man and dogs in a large number of cases, rendering parturition and opera
tions on the "abdominal and pelvic organs and lower (posterior) extremities 
painless. The anresthesia lasts one to five hours, and, in man, from gr. } to 
gr. 1 of cocaine hydrochloride in aqueous solution are injected into the spinal 
canal between the fourth and fifth lumbar vertebrre .... The injection must 
be conducted with absolute aseptic precautions." The above is accompanied 
by a footnote giving in detail the technique for the operation as practised by 
Rudolf Klapp, who, we believe, introduced the method. We are not quite in 
agreement, however, with the dose of cocaine hydrochloride recommended 
by the author for subcutaneous injection in dogs. He regards gr. ! as the 
maximum dose. whereas we frequently inject grs. ii in the case of adult dogs 
weighing over 25 lbs. without any ill effect. For small dogs we find gr. 10: 
per lb. body weight to be a safe dose. 

Very good chapters are to be found on the therapeutical uses of heat and cold, 
and on the food and feeding of sick animals, subjects which in our opinion 
do not receive adequate attention as a rule. 

It must always be difficult to write a satisfactory work on materia medica 
for use in countries where different authorities are recognised for the standard
isation of drugs. That has been the difficulty with the work under review, 
an endeavour having been made to work according to the United States 
Pharmacopceia and the British Pharmacopceia, the former taking precedence. 
The result is that in some cases preparations are quoted as being in 
accordance with the United States Pharmacopceia and British Pharmacopceia, 
whereas, in reality, the preparation and strengths vary with the Pharma
copceia. For example, take tincture of nux vomica, which is marked United 
States and British Pharmacop::eia! It is stated to contain 0·1 per cent. of 
strychnine, whereas the British Pharmacopceia preparation contains 0·25 per 
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~ent. A rather serious mistake is made in the strength of injectio morphinre 
lypodermica, British Pharmacopceia, which is a 5 per cent. solution of tartrate 
)f morphine, not a I per cent. solution. This mistake probably arose through 
~onfusion of the injectio with liq. morphinre tartratis, which is a I per cent. 
Jolution. Whatever is the origin of such discrepancies, however, they will 
'equire correction in future editions. Amongst the minor defects we find 
;( per os" written" per orem " and also" radlitis" spelt "rllacites" (p. 236). 

The work concludes with a useful epitome of modern treatment of diseases 
of the domestic animals, and a general index, which latter requires correction 
in several instances. 

As we have already said, the work taken as a whole is very good indeed, 
md will be found both useful and interesting to all veterinary practitioners. 

The work of the publishers is quite up to their usual high standard. 
G. H. W. 
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Cambridge University Press, 1908. 

As the editors of this important work remark in the preface, the space which 
can he allotted to the consideration of any single disease in the best of text
books on bacteriology, while it may be adequate from the ordinary student's 
point of view, does not allow of an exhaustive consideration of the subject. 
To satisfy the requirements of the advanced student, the bacteriologist, the 
physician, and the medical officer of health, a much ampler plan of treating 
the subject is necessary. The present work is designed on such a plan, and 
we gather from the preface that if it meets with the approval of those for 
whom it has been written it will be followed by other volumes on the same 
lines. It is greatly to be desired that the necessary encouragement to this 
important undertaking may be forthcoming-. 

On the present occasion space does not allow us to review the work at 
length, and we can merely indicate the scope and arrangement of the matter 
which it contains. 

The first few pages are devoted to biographical notes and excellent portraits 
of the four men whose names stand out prominently in the roll of those who 
have brought our knowledge of diphtheria to its present position-Bretonneau, 
Lceffler, von Behring, and Roux. The body of the work is divided into six 
sections, which deal respectively with the history of diphtheria, its epidemi
ology, its pathology, the diphtheria bacillus, immunity (including toxin and 
antitoxin), and mortality. When it is said that the work extends to 700 

pages, and account is taken of the recognised authority of those who have 
collaborated to write it, an idea may be formed of the exhaustive manner in 
which each branch of the subject is treated. It may without exaggeration be 
said to be a monumental work, and to reflect the greatest credit on the editors 
and authors, as well as on the Cambridge University Press. 




